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DEAR COLLEAGUES,

| am very pleased to announce the
publication of the first issue of the
Sociology Department Newsletter in
2021. Ever since the establishment of
our department in the early 1960s, we
have devoted ourselves to advancing
the research of important social issues
in Chinese societies and other social
contexts. Members of our teaching staff
have expertise in a wide range of
research areas, employing a diverse set
of research methods. We have also
prided ourselves on offering excellent
academic and professional training to
our students, providing them with the
most comprehensive curriculum of any
local Sociology department.

“ Together with our CPR, the new research

centers will enhance the capacities of our
faculty and students to apply cutting-edge
methods to investigate important social
problems and generate social impact. %

| am also glad to announce the establishment of The
Centre for Population Research (CPR) under the
Department. The CPR was established to advance
population research in Asian societies and consists of
four clusters, including population health, inequality,
methods and migration. In the coming year, the CPR
will be engaged in a number of interdisciplinary
research projects, among which two related to COVID-
19 will be the highlights. Moreover, the CPR will
organize an international summit on population
health, which focuses on the interaction between
social institutions and population health. In addition, a
series of workshops on policy issues and analysis will
be organized for our colleagues and students who are
interested in public policy research.

On the other hand, as a major new initiative under the
Faculty of Social Science, the newly established
Computational Social Science Lab (CSSL) provides an
interdisciplinary platform for promoting
computational methods and big data analysis in social
research. Together with our CPR, the new research
centers will enhance the capacities of our faculty and
students to apply cutting-edge methods to investigate
important social problems and generate social impact.

Despite the ongoing pandemic, our department has
seized every opportunity to examine fundamental
social issues, often in synergy, with the goals of
promoting social research and serving the public
interest. | am highly appreciative of our colleagues’
collaborative efforts and looking forward to more
achievements in the future.

Prof, Tony Tam
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SPECIAL FEATURE

ESTABLISHMENT OF
CENTRE FOR POPULATION
RESEARCH (CPR)

Our department established the Centre for Population Research (CPR) in
2021, with the goal of advancing interdisciplinary and cutting-edge
research in population studies, broadly defined. The CPR consists of four
clusters, including health, inequality, methods, and migration. Health,
inequality, and migration are important topics in both sociology and
population research and encompass the research strengths of many of our
faculty members. The methods cluster, together with the Computational
Social Science Laboratory (CSSL), newly established by the Social Science
Faculty, seeks to promote the application of cutting-edge methods,
including computational methods and big data analysis in population
research.

The center will serve as an interdisciplinary for both undergraduate and
graduate students to boost their academic development and career
prospects. In particular, undergraduate students may choose to take part
in internship programs in the research clusters or work for funded projects
at the CPR. The hands-on research experience will enhance students’
employability and prepare them to be strong candidates for postgraduate
students.
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The CPR has several initiatives aimed at promoting
research and facilitating scholarly exchange. In terms
of research projects, several interdisciplinary projects
cover a wide range of topics. For example, a project,
in collaboration with faculty members from the
Department of Geography and Resource
Management and the School of Public Health,
examines the prevention and control of COVID-19.
Another project, in collaboration with faculty
members from the School of Journalism, seeks to
understand why people are misinformed and how
misinformation influences their behavior during the
ongoing pandemic.

In terms of scholarly exchange, the CPR will organize
an international summit on population health, led by
Professor Tam Hong Wing and Professor Jin Lei

Funded by our faculty dean and the Research Grants
Council of Hong Kong, the summit will focus on the
interaction between social and political institutions
and population health. In addition, Professor Zhou
Xiang, from the department of Sociology at Harvard
University, will hold a series of virtual workshops in
2022. The workshops will be based on the joint work
with Professor XIE Yu (Professor at Princeton
University), which examines policy questions using
causal analysis. The workshops will enhance the
capacities of our colleagues and students to connect
research in the CPR with practical policy concerns.

We welcome our students to actively participate in
the activities and initiatives of the CPR.
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Welcome our new academic staffs

ZHU Ling

Assistant Professor

SHEN Wensong

Assistant Professor

Lulim

s

Jaemin LEE

Assistant Professor

HAN Siqi

Assistant Professor

Jacob Richard THOMAS

Research Assistant Professor
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Three of our high-caliber colleagues have lately been awarded a renowned and
substantial amount of research grants for their outstanding and high-impact
research in the GRF/ECS 2020-21 exercise.

Prof. TAM Tony Hong Wing

Professor & Chair

China as a Meritocratic Mobility Regime?
Evidence from a Comparative Model and
Analysis

Funding Scheme:
GCeneral Research Fund in 2021-22 exercise

Prof. CHEUNG Nicole Wai Ting

Associate Professor

Safe Dates Compromised: Understanding
the Social and Situated Correlates of
Adolescent Dating Aggression in China

Funding Scheme:
Ceneral Research Fund in 2021-22 exercise

Prof. Mark Simon COHEN

Assistant Professor

Inequality in Early Modern Agrarian
Economy: The Case of Tokugawa-ear Japan

Funding Scheme:
Early Career Scheme in 2021-22 exercise
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Sociology in media ©
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Professor, Department of Sociology
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MR- LAM KA WANG MPHIL, Graduate of 2021

Some said academics only live in their ivory tower, but to me, research and social
participation are inter-connected, and | am dedicated to both of them. The former
enables a closer look at social issues while the latter converts theory into practice.

This is Kelvin. | completed my undergraduate and MPhil degrees at the Department of
Sociology of The Chinese University of Hong Kong. My research focuses on (forced)
migration and immigrant incorporation. | am also passionate about doing social
services with marginal social groups.

Where my journey of sociological imagination began?

My research interest originated in a course research project related to asylum seekers
and refugees (ASRs) stranded in Hong Kong when doing my undergraduate study.
ASRs’ situation came to my attention through that assignment. Every year, social unrest,
conflict and persecution in the Global South has forced millions of people there fleeing
homes for survival. For those who take refuge in Hong Kong, they are given a monthly
stipend of only some HK$3,000 for a living and are normally prohibited from working. |
was always wanting to ‘do something’ for them after submitting the assignment.
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With that motivation, | decided to pursue an MPhil degree upon completing my
undergraduate study. In my graduation thesis, | continued to study ASRs’ lived
experiences in Hong Kong. | was particularly interested in the ways they adjust to
life and reasons why some adapt better than others. It was my hope to make
some policy implications apart from the theoretical ones.

Convert theory into practice

In addition to research, | also initiated a service project entitled Care without
Borders with my like-minded classmates and with funding support from the
university’s I-.CARE Centre for Whole-person Development. Since 2018, we have
been collaborating with the Refugee Union and organising wide-ranging
activities, for instance, language classes, guided tours and other educational
workshops, for 300+ ASRs stranded in Hong Kong to help them better adjust to
life and draw social attention on relevant issues.

Projecting my future, | foresee myself developing an academic career in the field
of (forced) migration, continuing my passion in both research and social services.
CUHK is a land of opportunities. Here | got valuable opportunities to learn, to give,
and to pursue my dreams without reservation. Thank you, CUHK, | am proud to be
one of the members in this community.
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MS. SEE POK LOA MPhil Graduate of 2020

It has already been almost a year since | have completed my M.Phil. at CUHK Sociology and
started my D.Phil. in Sociology at Oxford. | am currently working on my doctoral project on
labor precarity and gender dynamics in Japan. In addition to gender, my topic touches on
the fields of labor, economic sociology, personal life and families, and globalization. | have
also been expanding my M.Phil. project on inequality and sexuality for publication.

Oxford Sociology is particularly strong in research on stratification, inequality, and economic
sociology. The Department is moreover a prime site for young scholars to explore their
methodological ambitions and sharpen their techniques. In addition to working on my own
gualitative work, here | have been given ample opportunities to be involved in quantitative
projects.

Oxford has also opened my door to the global side of Sociology. Here | am connected with

social scientists working on a variety of topics, such as the gig economy, technology and
social change, climate crisis, among many others.
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They made me realize the importance for researchers to grasp the pulse of our milieu
and to keep abreast of the latest challenges society is confronting. some of these topics
are yet to be mature enough to generate a bulk of research in Hong Kong (or in Asia),
but | am sure they will be. academic part of Oxford is obviously prominent and well-
known, but the city itself is no less mesmerizing. Meadows and parklands are very
accessible here. They are the perfect places for researchers to rejuvenate themselves
from work. The magnificent sceneries at Oxford sometimes remind me of the
fascinating campus at CUHK.

Of course, life at Oxford can also be intense and challenging. | am fortunate that my
supervisor, the sociologists, and friends at CUHK Sociology have sown a great seed in
me. They have helped me navigate academia, realize my intellectual resolution, and
most importantly, recognize the value of rigorous and credible research.

We now live in an era of world-societies where market forces and political powers have
transcended spatial boundaries. Bringing sociological knowledge outside the West into
the global academic dialogue is vital. Although | am unsure about how much of what |

learnt will be able to contribute to this process, the unique sociological lens | have
acquired will be permanent and eternal.
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Undergraduate Student,

M S N G LAI YI worked in Hong Kong Unison in 2021 Summer

Working in Hong Kong Unison was my first internship experience. The
community project is a new project and competition organized by Hong Kong
Unison, it targeted ethnic minorities youth - they had to design and carry out
targeted-based projects among their community.

My duties included helping the operation of community projects, supporting
teams from community projects, designing media posts for community
projects, media pitching and writing an article for the press release. Although
the workload was tremendous, | still thought that the works were meaningful
and | enjoyed it a lot. Among all the job duties, | found the photography
workshop from one team in the community project-Community Lens most
thought-provoking.

In this workshop, ethnic minority participants shared their experiences and
insights on the topics of identity and community in discussions. Not only was
their sharing impressive, but it also allowed me to know more about the

situations and difficulties of ethnic minorities in Hong Kong. Moreover,
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| talked to the organizer of the photography workshop, which is also the founder of
Community Lens. She said that “without Hong Kong Unison, | don't know what can | do
in Hong Kong". It was so touching to understand how important the Unison was to the
ethnic minorities in Hong Kong. After that, | told this to my supervisor and executive
director, and they were so impressed and motivated by this message. | am so delighted

to work in this significant company.
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Undergraduate Student

M S_ S U N S H IWE N worked in Tang, Wong & Chow Solicitors in

2021 Summer

Starting from June 2021, | had been working at Tang, Wong & Chow Solicitors
as a summer intern recommended by the Department of Sociology.

Working in the legal domain was quite challenging at the beginning. Luckily
with guidance, | soon got familiar with my work. During the internship, |
learned to write solicitors’ letters, draft the Agreement for Sale and Purchase,
and prepare documents to be used at court. | also got the chance to go to the
Family Court with senior solicitors, assisting them and making records. The
one-month internship was intense but happy, allowing me to have a glance at
a different profession.

The free legal service conducted at local communities was one of the most
impressive experiences during my internship. We went to communities in Choi
Hung and Sham Shui Po District several times after working hours to meet with
local residents. Communities we went to were all public housing projects
provided by the government, the “estates’”, of which the residents
predominantly possessed middle-lower or lower socioeconomic status in the
society. The relative lack of high education background, social capital and
materials rendered them very limited access to resources, especially those
associated with the “elite” class such as legal resources. When encountering

problems or accidents, they were extremely helpless and fragile.
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Marriage oath: my mentor solicitor witnessed many solicitors, and solicitors’ fee.
weddings as a Civil Celebrant of Marriages Helping them list their prop-

-erties, revise the wording and structures, and having the documents signed
and sealed by the senior solicitor, | felt a great sense of achievement especially
with their gratitude to us.

Participating in free legal consultancy in disadvantaged communities was very
inspiring and insightful for me, showing me how the legal knowledge and
experiences in other domains could work together and contribute to society. My
mentor earned his JD degree after graduating from the Department of Social
Work in CUHK. With the combined knowledge and practice, he became a
socially responsible solicitor, being highly respected both in the legal profession
and the community. Realizing this, now | appreciate my education in sociology
even more than before, for it provides me a special and humane perspective to
understand the society | have been living in as well as explore viable treatments
to its problems.
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WONG Yue Hei, Jason / MPhil

Particularly inspired by the courses social demography and
medical sociology and the research experience in an ageing
center, my research interests intersect population ageing,
intergenerational relationship, and determinants of
population well-being by adopting quantitative techniques.
One pertaining question that interested me is that despite
the significant improvement in life expectancy over the past
decades, are people living healthier and happier for longer?
Questions can be further asked, for example, what would be
the socio-cultural, familial, and socio-psychological factors
associated with physical and mental health outcomes in old
age? How have the dynamics of intergenerational
relationships in the family been changed due to such
demographic transition? These debates go beyond
theoretical discussions to have practical implications on
how government and citizens could respond to the
unprecedented demographic challenges in the foreseeable
future.

In this sense, Sociology is not a decontextualized discipline.
Instead, it allows me to transcend the social imaginary
beyond the immediate environment to visualize how the
changes of social structure influence the daily life that each
of us leads. This humanistic sensitivity and sociological
imagination capacity are deeply ingrained in my
personality; nobody can take away from me.

Raphael DUERR / Ph.D.

Hi, I'm Raphael DUERR, and I'm starting my PhD at the
CUHK in September. Before coming to Hong Kong, | had
studied and lived in Zurich, Switzerland, and | also did my
Bachelor's and Master's degree at the University of Zurich,
at their department of sociology. Among my main research
interests are medical sociology and public health, diffusion

and establishment of norms, game theory, and
interdisciplinary research.
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Alicia BARRY / Ph.D.

Alicia Barry is a new PhD student in Sociology at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, where she will research gender and
fertility in China. Originally from London, Alicia obtained her
MSc in Contemporary Chinese Studies from the University of
Oxford. For her master’'s thesis, she conducted qualitative

interviews with urban Chinese mothers to examine the
mechanisms underlying second-birth fertility intentions.
Before that, she obtained her Bachelor's degree in Chinese
(Modern & Classical) at SOAS University of London. During this
time she obtained scholarships to participate in exchange
programmes at Beijing Normal University and National
Taiwan Normal University.

She has also worked for the China Women’s Film Festival (an
NGO based in Beijing and Hong Kong), China Hour UK (a
China-oriented TV channel on Sky-TV), and Qumin (a China-
focused digital marketing agency). Alicia is especially
interested in women’s conflicting roles between public and
private spheres in contemporary society, and the role of policy
for achieving a more gender equal future.

GEBEYEHU Kelemu Fenta / Ph.D.

| have been working as a lecturer of Sociology at the
University of Gondar, Ethiopia. As to my educational
background, | have a Bachelor degree in Sociology and social
work, masters’ degrees in Sociology, Governance and
development which are obtained from Universities of Jimma,
Ethiopia, Gondar, Ethiopia and Antwerp, Belgium respectively.
Currently, | am a first year PhD student of Sociology at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong, HKSAR. | am quite
interested to do researches on multiple areas including:
health and well-being, social inequality, development, social
capital, sexual abuse and others.
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Chan Hiu Sze Vincci / Ph.D.

Research Interest: Cultural Sociology,
Education

Hu Yuhan / Ph.D.

Research Interest: Medical Sociology,
Population Health, Aging

Jia Xinge / Ph.D.

Research Interest: Crime and deviance;
Quantitative Methods

Li Yujie / Ph.D.

Research Interest; Computational Social
Science, Social Networks, Text-as-data,
Political Communication

Personal Web Page: yujie.li

Zhao Mengke / Ph.D.

@ . .
Research Interest: Family, Health, Social
Inequality
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STAY CONNECTED

Office Hour

Monday - Thursday: 8:45 am - 5:30 pm
Friday: 8:45 am - 5:45 pm

(lunch hour:1:00 pm-2:00 pm)

General Inquiries

Email: sociology@cuhk.edu.hk

Phone: (852) 3943 6604 / (852) 3943 6606
Fax: (852) 2603 5213

Executive Officer

Ms. Liko CHAN

Email: liko@cuhk.edu.hk
Phone: (852) 3943 6605

Undergraduate Programme
Ms. Queena NG

Email: sociology@cuhk.edu.hk
Phone: (852) 3943 1486

MPhil/Ph.D. Programme
Ms. Lorraine YU

Email: socrpg@cuhk.edu.hk
Phone: (852) 2603 7332

M.A. Programme

Ms. Tracy YAU

Email: SociologyMA@cuhk.edu.hk
Phone: (852) 2603 7619

Scholarship/ Internship Matters
Ms. Kirs LAU

Email: sociology@cuhk.edu.hk
Phone: (852) 3943 6271

Room 431, 4/F,

Department of Sociology

Sino Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Find us on
Facebook @CUHKSOCIOLOGYADMISSION
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