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o Now let's go back to the tricky part—wearing shoes too big for your
existing size so you can grow into them. . .When a parish does this several
things are true

o . it feels awkward and unfamiliar
o you are spending money and energy that serves your hoped for size
and not your existing size
o that may feel stupid and bring resistance to the changes. . .
o power will begin to change; and that may bring more resistance
o [§]: Dale, Tony, Felicity Dale, and George Barna. smallis Big: Unleashing the

Big Impact of Intentionally Small Churches (2009)

o Weredlized that we needed fo view the New Testament through the lens
of a small group setting in order for it fo make sense. How can you bear
one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2) or teach and admonish one
another (Colossians 3:16) in a congregation of five hundred when you
may not even know the person sitting next to you2 What does it really
mean to love one another and prefer one another in love (Romans
12:10)2
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(Larson, Craig Brian
merism Doesn't Have

o Mosf pastors say, "We don't compete with other churches for
members; we're interested only in the non-churched.”

o Lyle Schaller Forgive me, but that's not quite the real world
U T SRS B
7 mfofuoﬂon with size as a measure of success and worth has
\mpocfed the way evangelical Christians view church size. . .in a
culture that believes that bigger is better, it is understandable

)

at smaller churches mwghf feelin r and mswgnmcom
5. The Big Picture for Small Che and ge Ones, Too!

‘Even though mosT churches are smoH——rough\y half of all
churches have fewer than 200 members, and about two-thirds
have fewer than 300--most church resources are designed for The
bigger churches” 51d, Loren. 1999. Why [ Love Small
5 smoH church |s olwoys demecmed and never 5|gnrof success N

and Renewal of Mini heological Rev

o Survive and Thrive as a Small Con

hurches. Christianity Today 43 (2):64-
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Grews Commission
What makes the church
2

Focus Missio Dei
What is the gospel?

Narrative of God's purposes Pmpmhlom? fruth

By the Spirit (God's By strategic planning
ses”)

Inclusiveness, unity of the || People groups
of Christ

Initiation of people ino the || Differentistion between
kingdom of God; holistic | discipting and perfecting,
i " s :

disei
The Gospel, evangelism, and || Priority of cvangeim ad
|social action cannot be church planting over socisl
separated action; Beactive to the
Secial

(Orientation toward
Social Action
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Van Rheenen, Gailyn "Reformist View." In Evaluating the Church Growth Movement, edited by Gary Mcintosh, 167-89. Grand
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J[IRLZE ¢ | embrace Steuernagel's
belief: "As we move into a new century, ... we need to
reposition ourselves and to work once again on the agenda.
The church growth model is inadequate. By beginning with
anthropology rather than theology and segmenting theology
and practice, church growth advocates assume that their
model reflects the nature of God. In other words, church
growth determines effective practice and then seeks to
validate this practice by the use of Scripture. The movement
emphasizes growth rather than faithful proclamation of the
gospel and faithful living of the gospel.

o pEEFIIE: Kenneson, Philip D., and James L. Street. Selling out

the Church: The Dangers of Church Marketing. Nashville, TN:
Abingdon, 1997. (liStanley Houerwosmm‘t_)
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lannaccone’s “Reassessing Church Growih: Four Statistical Pitfalls”™ (1996a)

underscored the fact thar much research on churches does use numerical improvement as

the most i descriptive of ¢ | efficacy. particulardy since

this was the metric of choice emphasized by the controversial Church Growth Movement

“[rejecting the engineering mindset] does not mean
we can avoid the need fo think practically, weighing
likely effects and relafive costs of available strategies”
(John Howard Yoder)
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1 Annual Review of

o

o 1972: Kelley Dean M. Why Conservative Churches Are
Growing; a Study in Sociology of Religion. 1st ed. New York:
Harper & Row, 1972. (Ke\lytib'w,’U,l]‘;’MNGTionol Council of
Churches flf#4¢)
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o 1994:lannaccone ]33 ! Kelly pugizpl, & 54
Laurence R. lannaccone, Why STrlcTChurches are

Strong," American Journal of Sociology 99, no. 5 (1994): 1180-1121.

o m"‘ f ”"r‘ e

o “How do we define strictness2 Kelley (1986, pp. 79-84) cataloged three
traits of the ideal-typical strict church--absolutism, conformity, and
fanaticism--and contrasted them to three traits of the more lenient church--
relativism, diversity, and dialogue. Strict churches proclaim an exclusive
truth--a closed, comprehensive, and eternal doctrine. They demand
adherence to a distinctive faith, morality, and lifestyle. They condemn
deviance, shun dissenters, and repudiate the outside world. They frequently
embrace "eccentric traits," such as distinctive diet, dress, or speech, that
invite ridicule, isolation, and persecution™ (lannaccone).
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o David Bosch i Alternative Community (me chuch asthe

"Alternative Community"." Joumal of Theology for Southern Africa 13 (1975): 3-11.)

o John Howard Yoder [iy Confessing Church rareopiein the

World: Theological Interpretation.” In The Concept of the Believers' Church : Addresses from the 1967
Louisville Conference, edifed by James Leo Garrett, 252-83. Scottdale, Pa.: Herald, 1969.)

o Stanley Hauerwas [i¥ Resident Aliens o

H. Willimon. Resident Aliens: Life in the Christian Colony. Nashville: Abingdon, 1989.
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Hauerwas [ If[1'YoderfuConfessing Church

o Activist Church vs. Conversionist Church vs.

Confessing Church
] Com‘essmg Church
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(real alternative)

P B

Yoder: L} EHERI S

Body Politics: Five Practices of the Christian Coml mmuy betoren vrucmngwom <cou<hle Pa.: Herald, 1992.
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Binding & loosing (Matthew 18.15-18)

o FHE =2 RS
Breaking of bread = economic sharing

O Yk = 575 B B T S sy e g
Baptism info a people where ll prior identities are transcended
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Fu\ néss (,1 Christ (Ephesians4.11-13): each has distine Hy identifi
empowered role.
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Rule of Paul (1Corinthians 14)

able, divinely validated &

“The Church consists of those... who are stamped with
the marks of membership in elect communities. To put
fhis point in the ferminology of socidl sciences, the
people of God consiss of culturaHinguisfic groupings
that can be meaningfully identified by ordinary
sociological and historical criferia as Christian or Jewish”
(George Lindbeck [Sociological Sectarianisml).

[ 2 “The muliplicity of giffs is  model for the
TLHRY empowerment of fhe humble & the end of
4 © hierarchy in social process. Dialogue under

the Holy Spiri is fne ground floor of fhe
nofion of democracy. Admonition to bind
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consciousness-raising. Baptism enacts inter-
ethnic social acceptance, and breaking
bread celebrates economic solidarity”
(Yoder...church as exempiary).
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